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COMMUNIQUÉ ISSUED AT THE END OF THE 1ST MEMORIAL 

LECTURE OF LATE MR. JOB OBINNA ONYEUKWU ONYENSO ON 

FRIDAY 4TH JUNE, 2021 AT GOLDEN TULIP ESSENTIAL AIRPORT 

HOTEL, IKEJA, LAGOS.  

 1.0 PREAMBLE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

The first Memorial Lecture was held in honor of Late Mr. Job Obinna 
Ikechukwu Onyeukwu Onyenso, who until his demise, was the Managing 
Director and Chief Executive Officer of Pathfinders International Limited 
(Pathfinders); the first indigenous aviation security company in Nigeria and 
first Nigerian company to spread its operations to other West African 
Countries. Pathfinders is a key player in the aviation sector and an 
internationally recognized aviation security company.  

The Memorial Lecture was held on Friday 4th June, 2021 at Golden Tulip 
Essential Airport Hotel, Ikeja with the theme “Emerging Realities in the 
Aviation Industry: Dealing with the Current Tides” 

The Chairman of the Lecture, Mr. Laoye Jaiyeola, FCIB, CEO, Nigerian 
Economic Summit Group (NESG) was ably represented by Dr. Tayo Aduloju, 
the Chief Operating Officer and Senior Fellow of the NESG. 

The Keynote Speaker was Mr. Moses Tifa Baio, the Director-General of Sierra 
Leone Civil Aviation Authority. There were four discussants to lend their 
voices to the discussion and thus make the presentation robust. They were: 
General Manager, Accident Investigation Bureau (AIB), Mr. Olumide 
Osineye, the Station Manager of Lufthansa German Airlines, Dr. Adewale 
Sanni, Head of Training and Certification, Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority 
(NCAA), Mr. Peter Amasa and the Station Manager, British Airways, Lagos 
and Abuja, Mrs Adetoun Odejimi.  

Also, in attendance were: The Director-General of Federal Airport Authority 
of Nigeria (FAAN), represented, by Alhaji MD Musa, GM, Administration, 
The DG of NCAA represented by Mr Akoja Okplefu, Head of AVSEC , NCAA, 
Alhaji Mamman Kayode, The Chief Security Officer, Nnamdi Azikwe 
International Airport, Abuja, The Director of DSS – Mr Opaluwa Abu, Dr 
Wilfred T. Hagga, General Manager, Aeromedical Services, NCAA and 
Deputy Lead PTF, MMIA, Mr. Kugbei Tucker, Director of Aviation Security 
(AVSEC) Sierra Leone Civil Aviation Authority,  Mr. Nuah Padmore, Director 
of AVSEC, Liberia Civil Aviation Authority,  Mr. Julius Aklamati, Acting 
Head of Security Africa World Airline,  Mr. Xavier Ekumem, Chief Security 
Officer, IbomAir, Mr. Taiwo Owokolade, Vice President, Institute of 
Chartered Secretaries and Administrators of Nigeria (ICSAN) , Mr Nnanna 
Ude, Board Member, The Nigerian Economic Summit Group (NESG) and 
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other dignitaries and stakeholders from aviation and other sectors of the 
Nigerian economy.  

 

 

2.0 OBJECTIVE OF THE MEMORIAL LECTURE 

One of the objectives of the Memorial Lecture was to remember the life and 

times of Late Mr. Job Obinna Ikechukwu Onyeukwu Onyenso who worked 

tirelessly to grow the aviation industry especially aviation security and 

encourage Pan Africanism. He was a strong believer that Africa was in the 

position to set the pace in aviation security.  

The lecture was to consider the changes in aviation occasioned by COVID 

19 with all the concomitant effects and challenges.  

From the various presentations, speeches and comments during the 

Memorial Lecture, came the following observations and 

recommendations: 

 

3.0 OBSERVATIONS 

The Forum observed, inter-alia, THAT: 

i. The pandemic made both local and international flights come to a 

halt and as a result, most airports that were usually busy, recorded 

low turn-outs. In addition, all aircraft fleets were grounded except 

repatriation carriers.  

ii. The aviation industry was moving at a steady pace across the globe. 

A positive growth rate was expected before the outbreak of COVID 

19.  

iii. Economic benefits of air transportation before COVID 19 included: 

facilitation of economic growth, worldwide transport network, job 

creation, facilitation of international trade and tourism,  

iv. Challenges of air transportation before COVID 19 included: 

proliferation of taxes, regulatory constraints, finance, political 

instability, technical expertise, lack of infrastructure, lack of 

advancement in technology. 

v. The impact of COVID 19 led to most countries going into a lock 

down. Most shut their borders and limited domestic travel as a 

response to the COVID 19. 
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vi. Global air travel was affected and led to a reduction in the number of 

seats by 79% globally. Global air travels reduced by 65% according to 

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO). 

vii. In the first half of 2020, global air passengers declined by 

approximately 1.2 billion passengers. 

viii. COVID -19 resulted in the new normal in terms of stringent health 

protocols. These included mandatory quarantine, testing regimes, 

use of facemasks, bringing the aviation industry into survival mode, 

impaired by the loss of traffic and revenues.  

ix. The protocol of quarantine, use of face-mask, sanitizer and social 

distancing had to be implemented before the reopening of the airport 

in early October, 2020. 

x. African aviation lost approximately 15 billion dollars in passenger 

revenue in 2020. This also led to a drastic reduction in direct aviation 

jobs by 4.8 million and aviation-supported jobs by about 46 million 

xi. In the light of the impact of COVID 19 in the aviation sector, some 

African Governments offered a palliative to their airlines to prevent 

them from collapsing completely.   

xii. COVID 19 certificates such as COVID 19 Vaccines Card, Polymerase 

Chain Reaction (PCR) results had to be implemented before 

passengers could travel internationally.  

xiii. The time used in checking in passengers increased drastically 

because of these additional checks at the airports which eventually 

resulted to delayed flights most times. 

 

 

 

4.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Against the backdrop of the above observations, the Forum 

recommended, THAT: 

 

1.  Public health emergencies like diseases and viruses have to be taken 

seriously to avoid devastating destruction of operation and services 

of airlines.  

2. Checking of airline websites or ICAO links for additional information 

related to air travel at this period.  
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3. Travel Certificates such as PCR results should be issued by legally 

registered accredited laboratories which will help curb the issue of 

fake results and thus reduce the verification time spent at airports.  

4. There is a need for inter-sectoral collaboration amongst the various 

civil aviation authorities and health authorities in order to defeat the 

virus. 

5. Service providers and state regulatory providers should implement 

innovative technologies for future challenges. 

6. There is a need to provide a safe environment for passengers. This 

includes frequent spraying of the airports and other forms of 

disinfection.  

7. Safety and Security should be taken as everybody’s responsibility in 

order to defeat the COVID-19 pandemic.  

8. Extended process flow should be introduced. This means more touch 

points for the passengers. 

9. Open leisure stations should be established in the airports. 

10.  Airlines should become innovative on how to operate their 

businesses and reduce costs to the barest minimum in order to remain 

in business.  

11.  Airfares should be attractive to passengers to make them want to 

travel again regardless of the fact that aviation is an expensive 

business. Their confidence in the aviation industry needs to be 

boosted.  

12. Customer awareness and sensitization towards air travel in areas 

such as how to obtain detailed information prior to departure with 

regards to documents needed to travel along with.  

13. Public health guidelines and protocols should be observed. 

14. There is a need for passengers to be IT savvy in order to overcome the 

perceived challenges associated with some aviation requirements.  

15. There is a need for regional agreement at ECOWAS in the aviation 

sector and to expand the African skies. 

 

 

Nkechi Onyeukwu Onyenso (Mrs), FCIS, LL.M (London) 
MD/CEO 

 


